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Welcome to Shishu Mandir! We are pleased to introduce you to our latest developments and programmes in the 

quarter from Jan to March 2015.   

Gratitude Day 

One day of the year is dedicated to 
celebrate the person who gave life to 
our Shishu Mandir more than thirty 
years ago. This takes place every year 
on Jan 11th. The entire Shishu Family 
comes together to spend the day with 
the person, who came from Germany 
to India to give her heart and soul to 
suffering people. 

As with each year, the children took 
care to prepare for this special day. 
From the main building to the office 
building wonderful Rangoli patterns 
were drawn and the children gave up a 
night’s sleep to get this done by early 
morning. At 9 am the School and 
Community College students and staff 
greeted Mama with a traditional Aarthi,  
a procession was taken to the beats of 
Dollu drums, at which some of our 
students are experts. It was indeed a 
heart-rendering reception. When the 
children and staff sang the song Mama, 
My Mother, Love You Forever, many of 
them had tears in their eyes, over-
whelmed as they were by emotion; for 
someone like Geetha, whose day-to-

day existence is a testimony of the 
selfless service of Hella Mundhra, she 
also found it hard to hold her tears 
back. It is indeed a moment vibrant 
with emotions, when the whole 
wonderful Shishu Family  showers its 
love on Hella, the Founder. 

Always the colourful cultural pro-
gramme of this day takes everyone by 
surprise. Every year, the programmes 
surpass the previous years and when 
our teachers are asked where they 
draw their ideas from, they reply with 
great humility that the ideas are born 
more from their heart than from their 
head. An auditorium which is meant for 
700 people held more than double the 
number squeezed in to witness the 
magnificent show and also to express 
everyone’s gratitude. Whether it was 

the Tiny Tots’ dance or the Community 
College students’ Mix Masala, every-
thing was an expression to show what 
Mama meant to them. It is indeed a day 
for everyone to their commitment for 
this noble cause,  which enables us to 
reach out to more than 1000 children 
and youths every year.  

In the World of Robotics 

Several students participated in the first 
level Inter-State Lego Competition held 
at Chennai. They were tested for their 
creativity in design, accuracy in the 
performance and communication, and 
their knowledge of Robotics. Our 
Shishu School won the second position 
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out of 16 schools and consequently 
qualified to participate in Delhi, where 
of a total of 36 teams our children came 
4th. All thanks to Mr. John, who 
volunteered to be their mentor, and 
Caterpillar Company, which was our 
sponsor.  

Dead Man Talking – A Documentary 
by Shishu Children 

Some of our children were parti-
cipating in photography and video-
graphy training for two years. As part 
of the course, a documentary film 
was produced under the name Dead 
Man Talking. Every year our children 
are expected to produce four short 
films to be sent for a competition in the 
USA. This film was based on the life of a 
mother, who burnt herself to death 
because of her alcoholic husband. The 
story is so touching that a journalist 
interviewed our girl and published an 
article on her life with her alcoholic 
father. In addition to this, this movie 
has been selected for a competition in 
the USA. 

Musicians from New Orleans, USA 

Plato says “Music is the moral law. It 
gives soul to the universe, wings to the 
mind, flight to the imagination, and 
charm and gaiety to life and every-
thing”. That is exactly what the musi-
cians from New Orleans brought with 
them by their music presentation for 

about 90 minutes. The children sang 
jubilantly with ecstasy and full soul, one 
song after the other with a feeling of 
never to stop. 

International School Award Project 
of the British Council of India 

One project – and the place puts on a 
fully new mask! That is what happened 
to our school, when the British Council 
appealed to schools to make nature 
and the outside world come alive in the 
classroom. Subsequently many classes 
were held in the open air. The children 
were taught to make organic manure 
from food wastes, sow seeds, remove 
weeds and harvest the products of their 
work like beans, tomatoes, greens, etc. 
Because of this project the children 
converted every nook and corner of the 

school compound into green areas. The 
smaller children were making various 
types of houses found in different 
continents and explained their models 
to the other children. As part of this 
project, some teachers connected 
themselves to a school in Germany and 
worked on traffic rules and currencies 
of various countries. Children from a 
neighbouring school came to see the 
work done by our children in our newly 
created vegetable garden. 

IBM Kid Smart Early Learning 

Every visitor comments that our child-
ren are smart. We want them to be 
smarter. Thanks to IBM and Promise, 
which offered the Smart Early Learning 
Programme, this plan has now been put 
in motion. The programme is aimed at 
children of 4 to 8 years and is meant to 
teach them computer, art and reading. 

One room was converted into a 
colourful hall with attractively designed 
computers that offer special 
programmes for learning reading, 
spelling, and basic mathematics all by 
themselves. The surrounding keeps the 
children spell-bound, while they get 
engrossed in the topic going on. 

Employment secured for 100 Youths 

45 young boys and girls completed 
their 3-month course in Tally and Office 
Administration. Another 55 rural 
youths, temporarily employed by TE 
Connectivity Company, were provided 
with a training to enhance their skills 
for employability. Our thanks go to 
Tech Mahindra for supporting us in this 
field. In keeping with our working 
conditions with Tech Mahindra we 
found suitable jobs for more than 90% 
of the youths. The youngsters, whose 
lives experienced a dramatic change 
from aimlessly loitering around to a 
paid job, produced a breath-taking 
valedictory function in gratitude for the 
courses provided by Shishu Mandir. 

Impacts of Volunteering  

Claudia, a 25-year-old lady from 
Germany and an air hostess with 
Lufthansa by profession, collected her 



complete annual leave to do a service 
to underprivileged children. She hap-
pened to find us. Her idea was to kindle 
awareness about sports in the children, 
as she had experienced the blessing of 
sports to overcome tension, problems, 
or hardships. From the first minute, she 
gave herself to this service and 
obviously never reached a limitation. 
For hours together, she would train the 
different classes in long distance 
running. On returning to the Home she 
would immediately start the next task, 
be it the homework super-vision of the 
children, be it the care of the babies, or 
be it the theory and practical classes 
for cycle training – Claudia would not 
stop until all tasks of the day had come 
to an end. We can only say ‘Hats up to 
Claudia!’ Fortunately, her job permits 
her to take a flight to Bangalore every 
now and then so that we will keep in 
close contact with her. 

Soukya Holistic Health Centre 

A service of a different kind was given 
by Dr. Ramya from Soukya Holistic 
Health Centre. As a homeopathic 
doctor, she distributed medicines to 
the children and staff of our four 
centres, the Home, the School, the 
Vocational Training Centre, the Child 
Care Centre and to the villages. This 
service is a big blessing for many 
villagers who cannot afford treatment 
from private hospitals.  

KPMG-sponsored Programmes 

KPMG selected 6 of our girls in the last 
two classes to be trained in their presti-
gious Aspire Programme. These six 
lucky girls were trained in public 
speaking and were given career guid-
ance. Further, they were taken to 
Agastya International Foundation for 
several days to enhance their know-
ledge in Science. 

Another KPMG-sponsored programme 
is the Story Walla Show where stories 
are told with full body involvement of 
the ‘story walla’. It is an apt programme 
for the little ones of the 1st and 2nd 
standard, who enjoy these shows to 
their hearts’ content.  

Reading for Real 

We attach big importance to reading. 
To instil intense reading habits in the 
children we got trained by Hippo-
campus, the leading Library Training 
Centre in Bangalore, which developed a 
programme called Reading for Real. 
Encouaged by the way our children got 
interested in reading, we kept adding 
new books. Once again, it was KPMG 

and Mrs. Karin Clark from Germany 
who added 750 viz. 300 books to our 
library. Mrs. Annie and her friends have 
held weekly reading sessions since 
2008, which is highly appreciated, as 
they have contributed considerably in 
deepening our children’s reading 
interests. 
From reading, we have moved to 
listening to stories read out by people 
living in UK and USA and various parts 
of India via Skype. This interactive story 
telling session initiated by Mr. Manoj of 
CAN Trust in collaboration with Divya, 
our PR and HR, has brought modernity 
in the field of reading and listening.  

Community Services 

For the first time we have ventured into 
the construction of four houses at a 
time, and I am sure this will be the last 
time that we do such a work in one go.  
We were happy to inaugurate one of 
those houses built for a widow, who 
had to struggle for her daily food. The 

other three houses are still unfinished 
for want of sand and due to the excess 
of work in regular supervision of the 
different construction places. 

Child Care Centre 

The construction of the Child Care 
Centre has reached its final phase and 
will soon welcome 70 Tiny Tots for the 
next academic year.  The formerly one-
room asbestos sheet covered building 
has become one of the best equipped 
child care centres in India. Thanks to 
numerous donors who have contribut-
ed their might to give these children a 
child-friendly environment and a basis 
for their school career.  

A special Event 

The rare event of an air show was the 
highlight for our middle school children, 
thanks to Mr. Ashok Tandon, the 
Company Secretary of HAL. Our 
children, who had never seen an aero-
plane from up close, were breathlessly 
following the astonishing turns and 
circles and interactions of those sky- 
birds from 44 countries.  
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Docu film by teen who saw her mother burnt alive by alcoholic father 
By Apurva Venkat, Bangalore Mirror Bureau Feb 15, 2015, 04.00 AM IST 

With the help of her friends, who are children of addicted fathers, the 13-year-old makes a film on the 
ill effects of alcohol. 

Unable to forget the scene of her drunken father burning her mother in front of her eyes and wanting to do something 
about such incidents, a 13-year-old girl has come up with a short film advising people not to drink. 

Shweta (children's names changed) was used to seeing fights between her father and mother every evening. Most of the 
times, it was violent. In a drunken stupor, her 40-year-old father would often beat up and even kick her mother. It was 
common for Shweta to wake up in the morning to see her mum's bruised face. But what the eighth-standard student of 
Shishu Mandir, Hella Nagar saw one evening five months ago left her shattered. The consequence was that she strongly 
took up the cause of de-addiction. Speaking about the incident, Shweta said, "It was the usual scene at home that my dad 
came home drunk. There was an argument between him and my mother. Suddenly, my father got so angry that he poured 
kerosene on Mum and burnt her. I can never forget that scene: Mum burning and screaming in front of my eyes, all 
because my dad was too drunk to realise what he was doing. What followed was worse. Even after the gruesome act, there 
was no sense of regret in him. Instead, he sat down and ate his food, while my mother was burning. Alcohol was the evil 
behind this and I want to stop it," Shweta added. 

For more than two months after her mother's death, Shweta lived in a shattered state of mind. 

Around three months ago, a team of Adobe Youth Voices trained students of her school in the art of film making. That was 
when Shweta and five of her school friends decided to make a short film with de-addiction as its theme. They decided to 
call it 'Dead Man Talking'. The students used the knowledge they had learnt to fight the thing they all suffered most. 

Rashmi, a ninth-standard student, said, "I lost my mother because of alcoholism, and my father is still addicted to alcohol. I 
have tried every way possible to stop him. I tried explaining to him, I tried scolding him, I even tried emotionally making him 
sensitive by telling him what would happen to me, when he is no more. But it all fell on deaf ears. This is my last resort. 
Maybe this film will make him stop. I want to explain to him after the film show, what will happen after he is dead." 

To make sure that their first film has the desired effect, the students decided not to use actors in the film. The film has 
special effects that make it appear like a sketch in motion. 

"It is not just one person. I want everyone to stop drinking and smoking. So we collectively decided not to have any face. 
We made the movie to show it to our parents, and are now thinking of an appropriate time. We want them to take the film 
as a shake-up and a learning experience and don't want to provoke their anger," added Rashmi. 

Ericks, a teacher and co-ordinator of the film, said, "Our school has decided to arrange a parents' meeting where we show 
the film. The whole idea and concept of the film was the students' initiative. The only help they got from me was some 
inputs and corrections. The duration of the film is 2 minutes 14 seconds, but it means a lot for these children. It is an 
important step in their larger fight." 

Mangala, script writer of the film and a student of the ninth standard, said, "I lost my uncle to alcoholism and my father too 
is an addict. We have seen so much abuse in our homes because of the single evil, alcohol. We therefore thought that we 
have to stand up against it. Our parents are uneducated labourers, but we should try all ways to educate them with the 
knowledge we have." 

"The script has a graveyard and skeleton added to it. We want people to relate alcohol to death. We wanted a dead man to 
tell the living ones that what they were doing was wrong. Our short film is our way to fight against what happened to our 
friend and what we all suffer," added Mangala. 

Anand, director of Shishu Mandir, said, "I am proud that my students have decided to fight against what they suffer. More 
than 50 per cent of the students studying in our school have lost one parent to alcoholism. The same goes for the makers of 
the film. We hope that these students do not grow up to ask help from the society, but instead change their society." 

"We have de-addiction talks and counsel parents regularly, but there is hardly any change. Children putting so much effort 
into this and employing innovative methods to put across their message might help. I personally feel this will not stop with 
one short film, it will go on - simply because these children experience the ill-effects of alcohol on a daily basis," he added. 

http://www.bangaloremirror.com/


 

Welcome to Shishu Mandir! We are pleased to introduce you to our latest developments and programmes in the 
quarter from April to June 2015.   

A Course in Innovative Teaching 

Our two teachers, Mrs. Stella Delvi 
and Mrs. Aparna Latha underwent a 
Teachers’ Training Programme orga-
nized by TTF for over eight months. 
They learnt how to support young 
teachers to become empowered 
and creative persons in their 
profession like what they had 
imbibed in many years of experience 
and training.  

Mock Interview Session 

Any job placement demands an 
interview and a presentation of 
one’s resume. Target Company took 

up this practical problem and 
offered our former school students, 
who are now in colleges, organized   
mock interview session.  Each stu-
dent had to meet one senior ma-
nager for about fifteen minutes. 
After that they received a feedback. 
It was a unique experience for those 
youngsters which they encountered 
for the first time and which is of 
utmost importance for their career 

Decathlon – the world wide Sports 
Company  

Big Decathlon  Company found their 
way to small Shishu Mandir. They 
provided 42 sets of  skates  with 
helmets and gloves and a lot of 
sports shoes, T-shirts,  sports pants 
apart from fans and chairs. So far 
our children were identified as 
Shishu children when they wore 
helmets while riding a bicycle. Now 
we can be sure that people will 
identify our children for moving on 
skates with a helmet and gloves on. 
Shishu Mandir stands for maximum 
road safety. 

Highest SSLC Marks in Shishu 
History 

This year all 12 students who ap-
peared for the SSLC exam passed in 
the first class with three distinctions. 
Congratulations to Vishalakshi, 
Vivelia Mary and Rayappa! All the 
three children come from desolate 
family conditions, Vishalakshi being 
a total orphan, Vivelia Mary coming 
from a stone cutter family who had 
been bonded labourers for two 
decades, and Rayappa  having five 
sisters and no father.  

Brady Company, which used to 
honour the highest rank holder of 
Shishu Mandir every year,  re-
warded Vishalakshi and Vivelia with 
Rs. 10,000 each for scoring more 

News from Shishu Mandir 

Vol. X, Apr to Jun 2015 



 
Welcome to Shishu Mandir! We are pleased to introduce you to our latest developments and programmes in the 
half year from July  to December 2015.  

Recognising Shishu Mandir’s Social 
Services 

Today if Shishu Mandir is well 
known for its services in the field of 
adoption, child care, education, 
vocational training and community 
services, it is because of our 
founder, Mrs. Hella Mundhra, in 
Shishu circles known as ‘Mama’, 
who planted the seed and nurtured 
it throughout the years. Her 
continuous care and guidance have 
made Shishu Mandir grow and 
deepen its services to twelve 
villages around and in terms of 
beneficiaries up to 1000 persons on 
a daily basis. Recognizing Mama's 
social concern, care and services, 
particularly in the field of education, 
the Times of India bestowed the 
Udaan Award for education on her 
in 2011. Three years later another 
award came her way, in the form of 
the Rotary Club of Whitefield 
honouring her for her selfless ser-
vice to the poor. Mama accepted 
the award, but dedicated it to the 

staff and children of Shishu Mandir. 
Such awards and honours are of 
great motivation to all of us, who 
are involved in the day-to-day 
activities of Shishu Mandir. 

Valedictory and Freshers’ Day in 
the Community College 

While the out-going students of 
Office Administration, Tally and DTP 
were finishing their three-month 
courses with their Valedictory Day, 
the in-coming students were greet-
ed by them with the Freshers’ Day. 
Mrs. Mundhra and Mr. Seshagiri 
were on their memory lane when 
the students sang ‘Do, Re, Mi, Fa, 
So’ from the Sound of Music. Our 
contact person with Tech Mahindra, 

Ms. Kavitha, was highly impressed 
by the exhibition that she suggested 
an exhibition in their campus during 
their Alumni Association's first 
meet. ‘The Pole and the Arrow ', an 
English skit, too caught the attention 
of everyone for its powerful 
message on freedom. The function 
culminated in a video, picturising 
events and activities of the VTC. Mr. 
Ericks who was behind this colourful 
video gave a fitting conclusion to the 
entire event.  

Inauguration of the new building 
for the Child Care Centre 

On June 21st 2015 the new Child 
Care Centre building was 
inaugurated with more than double 
the space of before and a large 
surrounding area. Parents, well-
wishers, and local dignitaries had 
come to witness the moment of 
handing over the new building to 
the society. Like all Shishu buildings 
this also carries the familiar light 
and dark green shades that stand 
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out tall and unique. With this 
building Shishu Mandir added its 
seventh building to its organization, 
so indeed June 21st 2015 is another 
golden-letter-day in the annuls of 
Shishu Mandir. 

Heart Check-up  

Thanks to Aishwarya Trust and TE 
Connectivity we reached out to 
many villages and registered 179 
children for a screening of the heart. 
Specialists from Chennai conducted 
the test including an echocardio-
gramme. 3 of the children were 
found to have serious heart 
problems which demanded a heart 
surgery. The parents were apprised 
of the situation and one of them 
agreed for the surgery. But in the 
last minute they backed out. 
Aishwarya Trust was founded by 
Mrs. Chandra in memory of her 
daughter who succumbed to a 
congenital heart disease. Through 
this trust she has reached out to 
many children who were flown to 
Chennai even from African countries 
- totally free of charge.  Our sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Mrs. 
Chandra for her regular annual heart 
camps at our campus! 

Aspire Girls 
‘ASPIRE’ is the pet project of KPMG. 
It is meant to empower girls from 
underprivileged communities to 
reach the middle of the society. 14 
of our girls are in this project which 
furthers their capacity in a broad 

way, not only C and C++ courses or a 
science camp at Agastya Interna-
tional Foundation, but also swim-
ming, theatre performance and 
waste management. Along with 
their parents our 14 girls had a 
sharing session with Ms. Cheryl 
Philip, the representative of KPMG.  

Self-Defence 
For one whole week our high school 
girls, our teachers and all girls from 
the vocational training centre had 
training in self-defence techniques. 
Among the trainees were also the 
Prep class children’s mothers, who 
came more out of compulsion than 
interest. But they all went back 
home with a bag of self-confidence, 
as for the first time in their lives 
they felt competent to defend 
themselves against their violent, 

alcoholic husbands. The trainers, 
Mr. Marko Panayi and his son, who 
had come all the way from 
Germany, became heroes overnight, 
so much so that the men in the 
campus wanted to get trained too, 
lest they be left alone to the mercy 
of the women folk. 

Rotaract and Interact Clubs 
The Rotary Clubs' youth wing, the 
Rotaract Club, has made 17 of our 
past students to become Rotar-
actors. They visited an old age 
home, a hospice and a child care 
centre. Around Christmas they paid 
a second visit to the institutes, 
which has widened their outlook to 
a great extent. We are extremely 
happy that they are active and 

enthusiastic and trying to give back 
to the society what they have 
gained. 
Interact Clubs are the adolescent 
wing which forms school students of 
12 to 18 years of age. We have 
introduced 26 of our students from 
the 7th to the 9th std. into an 
Interact Club. They conducted a 
blood donation camp, distributed 
school bags to government school 
children, sent boxes of clothes to 
flood victims in Cuddalore, sold 
Polio-free stamps, collected money 
for the eradication of Polio, and 
attended an inter-city youth confe-
rence. It is indeed a remarkable 
beginning. 

Volunteers and their Services 
'Becoming I Foundation' (BIF) con-
ducted activity-based learning ses-
sions on the evils of air pollution as 
well as electricity to inculcate inte-
rest for science in the students. Our 
teachers did not fail to notice the 
detailed plans the volunteers had on 
the subject and that they executed 
it in a very professional manner. The 
students thoroughly enjoyed these 
sessions.  
Our boys and girls above 12 years 
were privileged to attend awareness 
sessions on sexual abuse, organised 
by Brady Company. The sessions 
were highly appreciated by the 
students, as they were able to clarify 
many of their problems from the 
professionals who conducted the 
sessions. 



Prathibha Karanji 

On August 26th a mega event took 
place in our school. We had invited 
students from 29 schools for a 
cultural competition in which more 
than 1000 students participated.  40 
volunteers from the community 
college managed the show along 
with 20 MSW students who judged 
the events varying from Quran 
recitation to quiz competitions, from 
singing to street play and from 
Rangoli to many more. Mr. Muni-
swamy from the VTC and Mr. 
Annadurai from the security depart-
ment unfolded their talent in the 
kitchen to provide a good lunch to 
all the students, teachers, volun-
teers and judges. Our house keeping 
aunties had a tough time to 
maintain the toilets and the campus 
clean. 12 government schools, 2 
government aided schools and 15 
private schools were the partici-
pants, so it was a real challenge for 
our children. Stiff competition came 
from Montfort School. But as usual 
our students bagged most of the 
prizes. In events like singing, dan-
cing, art, music and quiz - it was just 
a cake walk for our children. 

Inauguration of our 40th house 

All the school teachers, office staff, 
and the 7th standard students were 
present for the inauguration of a 2-
bedroom house with a concrete 
roof, built for Pallavi, one of our 
students. Shishu Mandir had given 

the basic amount of Rs.70,000 and 
an additional loan from our credit 
society. It was a cherished moment 
for all of us when Mrs. Karin inau-
gurated the 40th house with the 
usual cutting of the ribbon and the 
lighting of the lamp. 

Another Feather in the Cap – The 
British Council Award 

Based on an assessment carried out 
by the British Council, our school 
was awarded the International 
School Award (ISA) by the British 
Council for the period of 2015 to 

2018. With this, the port folios 
submitted by our teachers have 
been approved, and we can use the 
ISA kite mark on our website, letter 
head, newsletter and other school 
publications. This award has also 
opened doors to two teacher 
assistants from UK who conduct 
English classes in collaboration with 
our teachers. The two ladies seem 
to be working all around the clock, 
as they vibrate with ideas and pro-
grammes, in the morning and 
afternoon at school, in the evening 
at the Home, which also takes care 
of the boarding and lodging, while 
KPMG has taken over an honora-
rium for their services. It is a joy to 

have such qualified assistants to 
help our school to be better 
equipped to meet the needs of the 
children. 

CNC Machine Training 
CNC machine operators are in big 
demand in Bangalore. After several 
rounds of interviews, 13 of our past 
fitter students got selected for a 
CNC machine operation training at 
the government tool room training 
centre. This training which is spon-
sored by TE Connectivity is for 20 
Sundays. Thus our support system 
goes on to students who have 
passed out of the VTC and ensures 
that students come back to us when 
facing problems either at home or at 
their workplace 

English Medium Recognition 
Over two decades the Private 
Schools’ Association fought a legal 
battle against the Government of 
Karnataka which had made Kannada 
medium education compulsory for 
the primary level. Finally the court’s 
verdict was in favour of the Private 
Schools’ Association. The Govern-
ment of Karnataka had no choice, 
but to give in.  As we had followed 
the legal battle step by step, we 
were among the first ones to get 
recognised. It was a big relief for us, 
like a distant dream come true.  

Inauguration of the revamped 
Electrical workshop 
Schneider, the well-known company 
in electricals, took the initiative to 
revamp our electrical department in 



giving it a face lift by spending more 
than 5.7 lakhs of Rs. It is now named 
as ‘Electrician Training Centre’. 
Schneider deputes a trainer twice a 
week to enhance the electrical train-
ing. With a new circuit board, 5 new 
work and instruction boards, with a 
new coat of paint in the practical 
and the theory rooms and with a 
fresh set of tools, the new facility 
was inaugurated on September 2nd. 
And as a special favour the company 
is open to employing our trainees 
either in their own company or in 
their associate companies depend-
ing on the requirement.  Our stu-
dents are very lucky to avail such a 
facility and go ahead in life. 

Mrs. Karin Clark at Shishu Mandir 

We are privileged to be supported 
by the German Shishu Mandir 
Society, which takes all efforts to 
raise funds for us. One such effort 
was evident during the visit of Mrs. 
Karin Clark – the Vice-President of 
the Shishu Mandir Society Germany. 
She did not come alone. Her 
husband, brother-in-law, two of her 
daughters with their husbands were 
here to support her in her intended 
projects. As a result of their well 
planned, systematic, focused team 

work, three projects were realized 
namely, coffee mugs, tea towels, all 
with our children’s drawings, and 
cloth bags with our school name and 
logo printed,  in a record time of just  
five days. Getting our school 
children into drawing, then scanning 
the drawings, identifying the right 
printer, getting the appropriate 

materials, triggering our tailoring 
unit into time bound action – all 
these activities culminated in 
surprising all of us with quality fi-
nished products – to be sold in 
Germany, all for our sake. Cele-
brating the ‘mission accomplished’ 
day the team sponsored a sump-
tuous lunch for the entire Shishu 
family. Mrs. Karin’s husband was 
very much in the kitchen, literally 
dishing out. Mrs. Karin Clark and her 
team was a source of inspiration to 
all of us.  

Inter-school cultural competitions 
On August 26th, the Shishu Mandir 
campus was bustling with 800 stu-

dents from 22 schools. The gather-
ing was for the cluster level inter-
school cultural competition, involve-
ing 42 different events. Quite a 
number of prizes were bagged by 
our students and 50 of our students 
proceeded for Taluk level compete-
tions, where Bindu and Nagaveni 
got selected for folk song viz. 
Kannada speech for the district level 
competition.  

Environment and Peace in Mural 
form 

Ms. Ann, a UNO representative, 
took the initiative to involve two 
schools from two opposite sides of 
the globe to create a mural on the 
theme of ‘Environment and Peace’ 
to be presented to the Pope, when 
he visited the USA in September. 
Shishu Mandir and a school in San 
Diego, USA were identified for the 
joint venture of a mural. Ms. Eliza-

beth, the principal of the American 
school, visited Shishu Mandir and 
sent all the material., which 
unfortunately did not reach us. Still 
we went ahead with the project and 
finished it alone. Our art teacher Mr. 
Mallikarjun took special care to 
focus on the children’s creativity 
and originality without interfering in 
their work. It was sent to the USA, 
but unfortunately we have no news 
about the Pope’s reaction.  

Swatch Bharath 

‘Swatch Bharath’, the present hit of 
our drama presentations, was an 
eye opener to the 300 and odd 
parents who saw the play. In true 
street play manner it was a hilarious 
demonstration of every-day short-
comings of the villagers. They were 
convinced that ‘Clean India!’ was 
the need of the hour and that it 
should start from their own homes. 
The Swatch Bharath team which 
won a cash award at the district 
level had to be contented with 
certificates as runners-up at the 
division level. In true sportsmanship 
our team, while congratulating the 
winners, sat down to reflect on their 
performance and shortcomings. 
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than 90%. While we congratulate 
these students, our special thanks 
go to all our teachers and especially 
to those who taught them in the 
10th std.  

Unusual Story Telling Session 

In our fast-paced, media-driven 
world, Storytelling can be a 
nurturing way to remind children 
that spoken words are powerful, 
that listening is important, and that 
clear communication between 
people is an art. We are fortunate to 
get people to our school to organize 
such capturing story telling sessions. 
As a great story teller Mrs. Shanthi 
Krishnan kindled the children’s 
imagination with fascinating stories 
which kept the children spell-bound.  

Innovative Film City 

A common outing with staff and 
children has a special charm. For the 
first time in 20 years our home 
children and all the staff had a one-
day outing together. They went to 
Innovative Film City where they 
enjoyed themselves to the maxi-
mum and also had many 
educational programmes. 

Session on Child Abuse 

The more and more menacing 
insecurity in society, particularly for 
girls, compelled us to hold a session 
on child abuse. We engaged a 
resource person who spoke with 
great conviction that our girls 
opened out and overbore their 
natural shyness. It was indeed the 

need of the hour and they 
presented many of their family 
problems.  Ultimately it was decided 
to have such sessions also for their 
mothers.  

Health Care 

Vydehi Medical College Hospital 
started giving us medical services on 
a weekly basis.  In case of hospitali-
zation they offered credit facilities 
to avail an emergency treatment at 
any time. All bills will get 25% 
discount. The offer goes to our 
children, their parents and staff. 

Apart from this new hospital 
affiliation we are getting medical 
services from MVJ Hospital and from 
a doctor from Sowkya, a Homeo-
pathic holistic health centre, which 
also treats the villagers around us. 

Shishu Dance Stars meet Chennai 
Super Kings  

For some of our outstanding dan-
cers a dream came true. They were 
asked a dance at ITC Gardenia Hotel 
for the top executives of UST Global 
Company and the senior level 
executives of 50 multinational com-
panies and the hero of Indian 

cricket, Mr. Dhoni, and his Chennai 
Super King team members. Our girls 
were thrilled, when Mr. Dhoni and 
his team members came to the 
stage to take a photo with them.  
Mr. Sanjay Pillai, founder of UST 
Global Company, spoke about the 
digital revolution that is taking place 
in the world, where in 2020 the 
number of mobiles in use will be 
double of the world’s population. 
Mr. Dhoni, while appreciating the 
digital innovation, exhorted the 
audience to spread the message 
that every child should get out of his 
house to play under the sun and not 
just hang on to their mobiles. We 
are happy to say that Shishu Mandir 
is in full alliance with this spirit. 

Mr. Maharjan - our Foundation in 
Basketball   

To find a deeply dedicated person is 
a blessing. We were lucky to find 
Mr. Maharjan, who has made 
basketball the centre of his life with 
an exceptional commitment to-
wards training students. Our boys 
Ravi, Rayappa and Arun Kumar, 
who have just completed their 10th 
std. exam, were trained by him over 
10 years. . Every summer our junior 
and senior students went for 
basketball camps to his sports aca-
demy situated at a foot hill near 
Tumkur. It was mainly his training 
which enabled them to play in state 
level tournaments.   They were even 
rewarded with free seats for PUC by 



Sindhi College for their great 
excellence in this sport. Murali and 
Ramesh have just started their 10th 
std. They are already offered free 
seats by another PUC College. 

Environmental Protection 

IGATE volunteers surprised all of us 
by conducting special events for the 
school children for five days during 
the summer holidays. Those 15 
volunteers spent three hours every 
day with the children in organizing 
meaningful events. One day they 
went to a slum along with our high 
school children to spread the 
message Not to Use Plastics. They 
highlighted the need to plant trees 
and to preserve them. Our students 
imbibed the message that we need 
to create a world with a well-
protected environment. 

Aspire Programme of KPMG 

Under the ASPIRE Programme of 
KPMG a Green Campus Training was 
started by which our children learnt 
about waste management. Every 
day they engaged themselves in 
physical activities under the gui-
dance of a trainer braving the hot 
April sun. Another group had 

introductory sessions on green cam-
pus, which will continue for six 
months. Through this programme 
we may ultimately succeed to 
produce vegetables for our own use. 

Another very interesting training 
was introduced by the Paper Wallah 
team with KPMG’s support. To start 
with the students made a paper bag 
and a jewellery box which are so  
attractive that we hope to sell them 
to various software company 
employees. The students are ex-
pected to learn 75 such craft works.  

Women Empowerment 

One of our main aims though often 
neglected got a big boost: women 
empowerment.  Krishnamma, a 
member of our Self Help Groups, 
also mother of one of our school 
girls and staff of our Child Care 
Centre, stood for the election of the 
Kithiganur Panchayat and won, that 
too with a big margin. We are very 
happy to state that she defeated 
many who had tried to win with 
money power, but she won with her 
arguments and personality. Con-
gratulations, Krishnamma!  

Summer holidays  

For the first time the summer 
holiday programmes were organized 
by our past students and what 
programmes! New ideas like waste 
management, greening the garden, 
also poiing and ‘walking on the slack 
line’ were introduced besides our 
evergreens as unicycling and jugg-

ling, basketball and volley ball 
tournaments. The school was 
humming with activity throughout 
the day and even in the night. We 
are filled with joy that we can 
attract our children also during the 
holidays, not only because of regular 
food, but also with activities which 
will enrich their overall develop-
ment. 

Changing young lives 

During this quarter 65 young boys 
and girls received a training in 
Computer, English, Fitter and Elect-
ricals in our Community College.  
With this batch we reached the 
figure of 370, which means that 370 
young boys and girls got trained in 
different skills in the course of two 

years. The highlight of this course 
was that a ‘Job Fair’ was conducted 
for electrical students immediately 
after the course. 23 of our trainees 
attended the interview and were 
selected on the spot.  
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Success Story of Seema Jeswal 

Seema Jeswal is the eldest of five sisters besides one elder brother. The family is very poor and to educate five girls 
is an unmanageable task even for a reasonably well-to-do family. To make matters worse the father is a severe 
alcoholic. In this desperate struggle for survival the mother developed the idea to go to another place. Obviously 
she was of the opinion that her husband’s ‘bad’ friends’ influence was the root cause of their misery. They migrated 
to Bangalore.  

At that time Seema was 12 years old and had reached the 6th 
std. in Hindi medium. Without the means to pay for an 
English medium school she had to change over to Kannada 
medium, a fully new language, which became very difficult 
for her at the level of the 7th std.  She dropped out of school. 
Everything seemed to go against them, but after two years 
her mother garnered energy and made her enter school 
again, of course nothing better than a government school, 
but at least that much. In an enormous struggle Seema 
managed to pass the 10th std. in Kannada medium with a 
First Class. After this success she wanted to continue 
studying and attend a PU course. But there was no 
possibility, as the family was far too poor.  
They were running a pushcart business with masala puris 
which were made on an open flame on the pushcart itself. 
Every day from 5 to 10 pm they stood at the road side 
making and selling masala puris hardly earning Rs. 400 per 
day. From this amount the father immediately took his share 
for drinks.  Their son also tried to help. He left his schooling 
in the 8th standard and worked in a bakery. But he met with 

an accident and from then onwards he complained of pain in his elbow which keeps him off from work most of the 
time. If ever he went to work for a week, he had to take rest for double and more time than that.  
Among the five sisters one small sister was taken into Shishu Mandir School and Home, as the family situation was 
so grim. Once Shishu Mandir became aware about this family, they also supported one more sister for her 
schooling. Still in the face of eight family members and an alcohol addicted father the situation remained pathetic. 
This shook up Seema’s inborn urge to struggle and achieve. She decided that she must find work of whatever 
nature. She kept thinking about her plan, but did not find a solution as to what work could fetch her a reasonable 
salary. She had only studied up to the 10th standard and that too in Kannada medium. All institutions for teaching 
secretarial skills, which was a course she dreamt about, demanded huge amounts of fees which she could not think 
of.  But in connection with her small sister she had heard of Shishu Mandir and also about their Community College 
which was offering training courses without charges. She could hardly believe it, but she applied for a course of 
Desktop Publishing. (DTP) and was chosen. It was all beyond imagination, the students did not have to pay fees, 
they received all work material free of cost, those who came from further away got the bus charges reimbursed and 
everybody had a nutritious and delicious lunch every day. For three months Seema attended the course, all too 
eager to absorb whatever the teacher taught and what was offered even besides the regular classes. She welcomed 
every day of the training and sometimes could not believe her luck. Is there still any big disaster waiting in ambush? 
But all what was waiting for her ‘in ambush’ was a job placement, also managed by Shishu Mandir Community 
College, as a Cash Counter at Reliance Fresh with a starting salary of Rs. 7000. She felt like in a fairy tale. 
It remains Seema’s secret how she managed the different stages of her life – to combat the daily struggles with an 
alcoholic father, to combat utter poverty, to combat the frustration of not reaching a higher education and 
ultimately to own the fundamental knowledge for a respectable job. Seema is indeed a model of perseverance, an 
energetic and determined struggler and a person of high tenacity. Hats up to Seema! 
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